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Koji’s speech

My name is Takeda Koji, and today I will talk about my study-abroad
experience in the English Language Program at North Pacific University in
Vancouver last year. First of all, I really liked the intensive English classes
every weekday. My English has improved a lot. All the teachers were friendly
and enthusiastic, and they sometimes stayed late to help us with our projects.
I'm truly grateful to Ms. Lee, my advisor, who always responded to my

problems promptly.

Also, I enjoyed exploring the city. It has many good ethnic restaurants and a

wonderful park near the ocean where interesting events were held every
weekend. I took many weekend trips offered by the program including a visit

to the Native Canadian Art Museum and boat trips to several beautiful islands.

On top of that, I totally enjoyed the student life at NPU and attended many
student-organized events on campus. My most precious memory is of
preparing a big exhibit to introduce Japanese culture for the International Fair.

However, there was one problem, that is, computer access. The computer

rooms in the Writing Center were always crowded/éspecially [vhen] students

were writing midterm or final papers,ﬁad it was frustrating to wait so long.

I have one regret, and it’s about my host family. Though my host parents and

their 10-year-old son were nice people, they were so busy all the time. Both
parents worked late, and the boy belonged to the local hockey team. So I often

had to eat alone and didn’t have much time to interact with them. 1 felt

or
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envious of Yuka, who will speak after mI went to a barbecue at her
host family’s. Now I thiny/f should have consulted the program coordinator

about this problem at an early stage.

Finally, I'd like to say [that]this program is very good for improving your

English and expanding your knowledge about different cultures.

Yuka’s speech

My name is Imai Yuka. I was in the same program as Koji at North Pacific
University, though my experience was slightly different from his. First, I
wasn’t so satisfied with the courses offered, though the teachers were all
wonderful. There were too many language classes, but only two courses(that

covered the history and culture of Canada) I mean, I wish I had learned more

about Canada as well as studied English. Then the benefits would have been

double.

Also, I had mixed feelings about the campus life at NPU. I loved the spacious
lawns and nice facilities, but the campus events didn’t seem so interesting to
me. I know Koji had a great time at the International Fair, but I wanted to go
to a concert with my host family instead. However, I was impressed by the
wonderful Writing Center with its academic support. Even_ though it was

sometimes crowded, it was worth the wait. I went there almost every weekend

and learned how to write a good paper.

And I almost forgot to say that it was such fun to go around the city,

especially to street fairs and some really great ethnic restaurants. On the

other hand, I didn’t take so many tripybecause there were lots of things going

on with my host family.
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Actually, made my stay most exciting and unforgettable was my host

family. My host father is an agricultural engineer and he has worked on
projects in several different countries. Just talking with him was stimulating,

and he, as well as my host mother, always helped me whenever I had problems

with homework, friends, and school activities. My host mother is a violinist

with the local philharmonic, and so we were able to go to the concerts every

month for free. She opened my eyes to classical music, and I promised her

that)l would start piano lessons [wher I came back to Japan. They also have

lots of friends. I met so many people at all the barbecues they had.

In my case, the rich cultural experience my host family provided and the host

family themselves were the best part of my stay.

B 1 Both Koji and Yuka enjoyed .
city exploration

@ class projects
@ English language courses
@ the International Fair

B 2 What did Koji complain about?
@ His advisor was often out of reach when he needed help.
His host family had little time to spend with him.

® The computer rooms didn’t have helpful staff.

@ The language classes were not so interesting.
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Bl 3 What was Yuka’s criticism?

(D She couldn’t attend the International Fair.
@ She couldn’t take weekend trips to beautiful islands.
@ The Writing Center was always crowded.

There were not many classes about Canadian culture.

B 4 Which of the following statements is true?

@ Koji has a good impression of the school facilities.

@ Koji thinks that his English should have improved more.

@ Yuka has a negative impression of the amount of homework.

@Yuka has a positive feeling toward her host parents.
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①　コウジは学校の設備に感銘を受けた　×　（←　設備に感銘を受けたのは　ユカ）

②　コウジは彼の英語はもっと成長したはずだったのに（実際はしなかった）と思った。　×

③　ユカは宿題の量に負の印象を持った　×


B 5 Which of the following pairs of pictures best represents two experiences

Yuka described in her speech?

Exhibition
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